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FORWARD

Animal rights lawyers and advocates across the globe continue to
work tirelessly to advance meaningful and systemic change for
animals—for every sentient being, everywhere. In a world where
animal exploitation remains structurally embedded in legal,
economic, and political systems, their commitment is both urgent and
indispensable.

This past year marked a phase of consolidation and strategic
growth for World Animal Justice. We continued to advance our core
activities, expanded our international network, and strengthened
collaborations with legal experts, civil society actors, and institutional
partners. A key milestone was the launch of Food Forward Europe, an
initiative aimed at redirecting EU subsidies away from harmful
agricultural models and towards sustainable food systems grounded
in ethical, ecological, and public health principles.

The year was also marked by loss within the global animal protection
movement. We honor the memory of three influential women,
whose work profoundly shaped the legal, scientific, and public
foundations of animal advocacy: Paula Sparks, Jane Goodall, and
Brigitte Bardot, whose legacies continue to guide and inspire our
collective efforts. World Animal Justice honors their lives, their
courage, and their enduring impact on the pursuit of justice for
animals.

A central focus of WAJ's work remains the persistent gap between
existing legal protections and their effective enforcement.
Insufficient implementation continues to enable widespread and
systemic crimes against animal victims. Strengthening accountability
mechanisms and fostering enforcement capacity are therefore core
priorities of our legal and policy strategy.

Looking ahead, the coming year will be pivotal. We are preparing
key expert reports, policy initiatives, and high-level engagements,
while continuing to build alliances across jurisdictions and disciplines.
With the continued support of our partners, experts, and donors, we
remain committed to advancing a legal order that recognizes animals
as rights-bearing beings deserving of justice and protection.

DR. SABINE BRELS
WAJ FOUNDER & DIRECTOR 3
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World Animal Justice (WADJ) is a non-profit organization dedicated

to legally protect animal rights and globally ban animal crimes.
Launched at the Cambridge Animal Rights Law Conference in 2023,
WAJ addresses critical legal gaps that leave billions of animals

unprotected, victims of criminal abuses and harmful exploitation.
At the core of WAIJ's work is the pursuit of legally banning animal
crimes, advocating for new international frameworks recognizing

and prohibiting ‘crimes against animality’ and ‘zoocide’.

Through its network of 50 global legal experts and 25 partnering

NGOs, WAJ is actively driving national, regional and international
reforms to legally enshrine the fundamental rights of animals and
advance bans of animal crimes. WAIJ's ultimate goal is to establish a
new framework globally prohibiting crimes against animals, ensuring

the legal protection of their fundamental rights.

Our mission is bold and urgent: provide legal expertise in order to
end systemic animal crimes, through strategic actions and
advocacy. WAIJ is actively involved in the work of major coalitions -
including the UN Alliance on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,
the World Federation for Animals and the Eurogroup for animals as a

full member, Stop Financing Factory Farming and End it Coalition.



https://worldanimaljustice.org/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/experts/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/partners/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/partners/

WADJ envisions a world where justice is extended to all sentient non-
human animals: domestic and wild, terrestrial and aquatic, vertebrates
and invertebrates. Our double mission aims to legally protect animal
rights and globally ban animal crimes.

LEGALLY PROTECT FUNDAMENTAL ANIMAL RIGHTS

Right to Life — Protection from unnecessary killing.

Right to Freedom - Opposition to confinement and exploitation.

Right to Integrity — Protection from physical and psychological harm.

Right to Well-being — Ensuring ethical treatment for all animals.

GLOBALLY PROHIBIT CRIMES AGAINST ANIMALS

We advocate systemic change to end institutionalized cruelty, from
factory farming to wildlife trafficking, from live transports to animal
experiments, from blood sports to other forms of normalized exploitation,
that come in contradiction with their aformentionned fundamental rights.

Through legal advocacy, policy reform, and global partnerships,

WAJ is leading the way for a future of legal justice for animals, where
the protection of animals is not yet a legal exception for some animals,
but a global priority for all sentient beings.
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Exposing Crimes Against
Animality & the Need

WAJ-led letter to WOAH on for Systemic Legal Change
the Spiridon Il tragedy, Nov

PAOYS)

WAJ joined the World Federation
for Animal (WFA) as a full member,
participate in working groups, and
Participated in the UNOC Task force

led by WFA in Nice, 9-13 June 2025
UN Ocean Conference 2025: Key
outcomes for marine animals

WAJ joined the Eurogroup for
Animals as a full member,

contributing to Working Groups

EUROGROUP
SANIMALS



https://worldanimaljustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Letter-to-WOAH-SPIRON-II-Tragedy-27-Nov-2025.pdf
https://wfa.org/unoc3/
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WA] HAS 2,700 LINKEDIN
FOLLOWERS ACROSS 38
COUNTRIES, REFLECTING A
DIVERSE INTERNATIONAL
AUDIENCE.

Green indicates countries with WAJ followers. ‘]0



KEY PROJECT 2025:
AFRICAN ANIMAL
LAVW DATABASE

The African Animal Law Database covers +130 animal anti-cruelty laws
in 50 countries from 6 African regions: Northern Africa, Southern
Africa, Western Africa, Eastern Africa, Central Africa.

Access at: https://waj-database.glide.page/

All lavws from any eontinent

EASTERN AFRICA
Kenya

State

National

12/31/82 8130 12/24N3
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act Penal Code Wildlife (Conservation and

(Cap. 360) English Management) Act, Cap. 376
English English



https://waj-database.glide.page/

RELEASE OF THE
WAJ EXPERT REPORT
ON A GLOBAL BAN
ON ANIMAL CRIMES

Animal exploitation is the world's largest legal crime, entirely overlooked
by international criminal law, akin to all crimes against animality.

In a groundbreaking move to advance the global legal protection of animals,
World Animal Justice has released a landmark advocacy report: 'Filling the
Accountability Gap for Animals in International Criminal Law'!

This pivotal report introduces the innovative concept of 'crimes against
animality' and outlines key proposals by leading WAJ experts to address the
widespread and systemic abuse of animals through international legal
reforms.

This report released on 15 January 2025 was made possible thanks to the
expertise and contributions of a distinguished group of specialists in
international criminal law and animal law: Sabine Brels (dir), Marine Lercier,
Rimona Afana, Saba Pipia, Deborah Cao, Vanessa Man-Yi Wong.

Read WAJ's Short Blog

Access the Full Report



https://worldanimaljustice.org/crimes-against-animality-waj-report
https://worldanimaljustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Final-WAJ-Report-on-ICL-Animals-15-January-2025-1.pdf

WELCOMING NEW
MEMBERS TO THE
WAJ ADVISORY
BOARD

Dulki Seethawaka Giulia Malerbi
LLM in Animal Law (USA), MSL Animal Law Studies, MSc Animal
Senior Researcher at CELP, University Welfare Science, Ethics and Law
of Colombo, Sri Lanka Head of Global Policy, Aquatic Life
Institute
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WA)
REPRESENTATION
AT CONFERENCES

WAJ participated in the
Animal and Vegan Advocacy
Summit in Los Angeles, USA,
May 2025

Julia Reinelt, AVA chair, with Sabine Brels, WAJ
director at AVA LA, May 2025

ANIMAL. AL { T IAL & VEG

Av@l [J@ MME«__‘. | y_ - /w:;'.!,

WAJ experts and friends at AVA LA, May 2025



WAJ Partnership at Pakistan International Animal and Environmental Law
Conference, 18-19 Jan 2025

Z. World Animal Justice proudly partnered in
Pakista
albtarnati 1 PICICITC @ the first Pakistan International Animal &
nimal & Environmental Rights
Confersnce 2025 Environmental Rights Conference, a
) s landmark event advancing dialogue on animal

welfare and environmental justice. The

Environmantal & Animol t Charity Daings .
ERlEecpaitants GEzal conference brought together leading experts

and advocates, including WAJ expert

Altamush Saeed, and featured a special
acknowledgment of Justice Athar Minallah,
whose historic ruling in the Kavan the elephant

case affirmed animals as sentient beings with

legal rights. This milestone event significantly

contributed to raising public awareness and

ia i i
Legal Media Partner Strengthen|ng reg|oha| aﬂd glObaI

[ E——————— momentum for the legal protection of animals.

WAJ presence at the
Kickstarting for
Good Summit in
Berlin, 2025
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WAJ MEDIA
COVERAGE

Asia for Animals blog about WAJ expert report calling to ban crimes
against animality in international criminal law here

o¥o
%o oo m LEARN EVENTS PROGRAMS . NEWS
ASIA FOR ANIMALS COALITION

Feb 25, 2025 - 4 min read

Releasing WAJ’s Landmark Report: A Call
to End Crimes Against Animality

By Dr. Sabine Brels, Founding Director of World Animal Justice (WAJ), January 27, 2025

DEFEND ANIMAL
RIGHTS

END ANIMAL
CRIMES



https://www.asiaforanimals.com/post/releasing-waj-s-landmark-report-a-call-to-end-crimes-against-animality

WAJ MENTIONED IN BOOK PUBLICATION, The Jacksons’ Debate, by
Marcus Neves, Thrive Publishing, 2025

CAN FICTION
HELP US THRIVE?

The Jacksons’ Debate

Foreword by Dr. Sabine Brels, Founding
Director of World Animal Justice

“A truly innevarive ficiion that deeply chaBenges the ireatmeni of
aiher animal pecie”

The Jacksons’ Debate by Margy Neves is a thought- provoking
novella that pushes the boundaries of speculative fiction to
explore ethics, enwironmentalism, and the complexities of
human-animal relationships. Through its uncomentional nar-
rative, the book invites readers to examine humanity from the
perspective of an alien race, the Jacksons, whose sophisticated
maral and philosophical inquiries expose the uncomioriable
parallels between their debates and our own treatment of other
animal species.

The story introduces the Jacksons as meticulous and ethically
conscious beings grappling with humanity’s potential as a
dietary resource while simultanecusly engaging with orcasto
urederstand interspec es et hics. Characiers like Marvin Jadkson,
anutritionist, and Gragand Gurmar, philosophers and ethicists,
explore humanity's physiology and societal construcis, Their
experiments on human subjects, including Taylor Swift and
Arthur Neves, are handled with eare but lesd 1o unforesesn

Margw Meves L)

Statement Published in the UK Journal of Animal Law
March 2025

1) o4  TheUKJournal ofAnim?ffaZ:; World Animal Justice: Towards the
: LAW A Journal of Animal Law, Ethics & Policy Legal Protection of Fundamental

Animal Rights and the Abolition of
Crimes against Animality

By Dr Sabine BRELS. WAJ Founding Director  global legal and sthical nams as to ond sys-
pemic anemal euploitation

Volume g, lssue 1, March 2025

Absbract
Intreduction
This paper preserts the mission stiement of
Wiorlel Arirnal husticn (WAL & pioneoring ini-  DeSpill Progrss in recognising arimals as

Hative dedicated o establishing fundarmental
snimal rights and eradieating crimes sgainst
animality on a global scale. Building on dec-
ados of 5 in animal Lyw, WAJ o
slons 2 transformathve legal framework that
s bsyond wellng 1o rcognize anmals
s rights-bearing individusts. fundamenial-
ty challonging the legality of institutionalized
cruelty and explaitation Central 1o this vision
s tho recognition of “crimos. against animali.
ty"=systematic acts of harm. including mass
willing, 7oocide, anstwemont, and nhumang
et —as international Crimes prosecut-
Al urded 3 P 1Al pandig.

Thee i by SLAFE dngons WAL'S objee-
Tees. including proposing an amendment 10
the R Stastutis of thie Inbimational Criningl
Court D) 10 inchude orimees gainst animls
ity and zoackie. This would align with global
offoits o uphold sontkont bengs: rights 1o bt
Srivipcioer. el hasrvianna troatmont. By addross-
g i iminsa Scale of animal suffring and
proposing enfirceable Mogsl mechansma,
Wil Lays the fourdation for & future whers
animals arg no longer rabed & more com-
moditios.

This papor articulates WA long-term goals
and the moral impanatives diving them. rath-
of than th SAlEgIC Aspects and Mathodol-
ogees for achieving these cbiectwes. insteacd.
e P of 1his paper is 1o S0¢ 1o Mission
and focus on the need for 8 nrw collectine
wition of & world whone justios estends to sl
sentent beings. advocaking a peofiound shiftin

sentient beings. existing legal framerworks fall
drastically shert of protoeting snimals from
indusirisl-scale enplofiation and  sufering
Wiorld Animial Justico (W) peoposes a trans.
formathe global framework that establishes
cimes agansEt anmality a5 a0 ntemational
crinne. o Lo crimes against humanity. This
gyl chifl i rssential B prabiset anirmals” fun-
damental rights 1o e, freedom, and humane
troatmont, and o ond practices that causo
avordable suffering Wi Fs vislon advocates
2 paradigm shift to legally recognise animals
a5 nights-beasing indniduats and 10 end the
witdily Mgl animal abisas and SRS o
pelrated worldwide

I The Evclution of Animal Law: Expanding
Beyond Welfare

O corturies, animal Law has gvctved from
basic anti-Cruolty MORsLTS 10 Tecogrsing
anmals 45 SOnGet Mgstonas such
415 Murtin's Act of 1822 and the Cruelty 1o An-
wald Act of 1835 in England marked iarly
Advances. Todyy, bodies tuch as the Euno-
pean Unien and the Werld Onganization for
Animal Hoalth (WCAH) sot wollar standards
o reduce suffaring in farming. transport. and
staughbor. Howowge. thas Lras 0 ofton lim-
ied by an anthopocentric basts. which prigr-
RS PUMan inlerosts Jnd pormils institution-
arlized crselly on & massie scale

WA advocates for a non-anthropocentric be-
ol framimwerk that maves biyend wolfars 1o
mecognize animals as rights-beaning individ-
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0F1169MRF
https://www.alaw.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/UK-Journal-of-Animal-Law-March-2025.pdf

SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF
THE FOOD FORWARD
EUROPE INITIATIVE

Initiated under WAJ's umbrella, Food Forward Europe was successfully
launched in November 2025 as a result of the Kickstarting for Good (K4G)
incubator program in Berlin. Warm thanks to Proveg international & K4G

for their generous support. This project also benefited from the in-kind

support of Violet Studios, with the support of Vegan Hacktivists for Food

Forward Europe’s website.

from SUBSIDIES to
SUSTAINABILITY

At Food Forward Europe, we use legal action to redirect
public subsidies from harmful models to sustainable food
Systems.

https://www.foodforwardeurope.org/

Food Forward
Europe (FFE)
directory: Dr Sabine
Brels, FFE director

Celebrating Food
and K4G graduate,
Forward Europe
with Alessandro
successful launch
Ricciuti, FFE Head .
FEUS with K4G cohort
o trate
9y in Nov 2025

18



https://www.foodforwardeurope.org/
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LATEST WA)
WEBINARS

WAJ EXPERT WEBINAR WORLD

ANIMAL

NATIONAL ANTI-CRUELTY LAWS JusTicE
FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE

Speaker
DULKI SEETHAWAKA
WAJ Expert

CRIMES AGAINST ANIMALS
A SRI LANKAN PERSPECTIVE

25 APRIL 2025

https://worldanimaljustice.org

@ WATCH THE REPLAY

- -
Doy

Watch the replay online

WOoRLD P WORLD
S8 ANIMAL

ANIMAL

Justice. LESSONS LEARNED BY ANIMAL LAWYERS
AND NGO LEADERS AROUND THE WORLD

SABINA JIM OLGA FIOLITA
BRAVO HARANI BERANDHINI

Watch the replay online



https://youtu.be/8oEgYVmPFWk
https://youtu.be/8oEgYVmPFWk
https://youtu.be/VOjYGmNWwrk
https://youtu.be/VOjYGmNWwrk

WORLD
ANIMAL
JUSTICE

12 Tips to Build Resilience
& Scale Impact

Key Guidance from Animal Lawyers
and NGO Leaders Around the World

® Build Resilience

1. Embrace the long view
2. Lead with authenticity
3. Build collective strength

4. Protect yourself and
your people

5. Adapt to your context

6. Keep learning and
inspiring

® Scale Impact

7. Use the laws that already
exist

8. Litigate for leverage

9. Shape reforms that fit
the moment

10. Turn visibility into power
11. Strengthen coalitions
12. Diversify your support

fc e

“We ar all drops - but together, we are ocean. -

Outcomes from WAJ Webinar, 4 oct 2025 Here

Read more online



https://worldanimaljustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/WAD-2025-Webinar-Guidance_WAJ_12_Tips_Build_Resilience_Scale_Impact_1page.pdf
https://worldanimaljustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/WAD-2025-Webinar-Guidance_WAJ_12_Tips_Build_Resilience_Scale_Impact_1page.pdf

LATEST WAJ BLOG

PUBLICATIONS

Insect Sentience: Towards Their Inclusion in EU

Animal Welfare Law?

SPIRIDON II: The Ship of Horror Exposing Crimes
Against Animality & The Need for Systemic

Change

Protecting the Rights of Children and Animals:

Addressing Structural Violence Through International

Law

FRANCE PUSHES FACTORY

Duplomb Law: France Legalizes the FARMING FORWARD: WAJ CALLS
Intensification of Factory Farming * Y0 REPEAT"THE DUPLOMB LAW

INTERNATIONAL
ANIMAL RIGHTS

How Emerging Animal Rights Are Reshaping_Global

Animal Law? Key Insights from Saskia Stucki

Animal Welfare and Protection Laws in Kenya



https://worldanimaljustice.org/insect-sentience-towards-their-inclusion-in-eu-animal-welfare-law/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/insect-sentience-towards-their-inclusion-in-eu-animal-welfare-law/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/spiridon-ii-the-ship-of-horror-exposing-crimes-against-animality/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/spiridon-ii-the-ship-of-horror-exposing-crimes-against-animality/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/spiridon-ii-the-ship-of-horror-exposing-crimes-against-animality/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/protecting-rights-children-and-animals-addressing-structural-violence-through-international-law/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/protecting-rights-children-and-animals-addressing-structural-violence-through-international-law/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/protecting-rights-children-and-animals-addressing-structural-violence-through-international-law/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/duplomb-law-france-legalizes-intensification-factory-farming/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/duplomb-law-france-legalizes-intensification-factory-farming/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/emerging-animal-rights-insights-from-saskia-stucki-2025/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/emerging-animal-rights-insights-from-saskia-stucki-2025/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/animal-welfare-and-protection-laws-in-kenya/

WAJ & LAPA - NEW PROJECT 2025
OVERVIEW OF AFRICAN ANIMAL LAWS LAPA
JuSTICE

Anti-Cruelty Laws Database in Africa — Project
Launch!

el

Crime Convergence: Integrating Animal Crimes
AND PLANET THROUGH

into Global Crime Prevention : A CRIME PREVENTION
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE LENS
FROM DUBAI (COP 28 ) TO ABU DHABI (CRIME CONGRESS 2026)

PROTECTING PEOPLE [ANIMALS]

The European Declaration of Animal Rights: Which
Potential Implications?

Lawyers for Animals Association in Poland:
Leading Legislative Change for Animal
Protection

Defund Factory Farming: A Global Priority

Justice for Aquatic Invertebrates: Ending Cruel
Practices Through Legal Reforms


https://worldanimaljustice.org/waj-first-african-database-of-anti-cruelty-laws/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/waj-first-african-database-of-anti-cruelty-laws/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/waj-first-african-database-of-anti-cruelty-laws/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/crime-convergence-animal-crimes-into-global-crime-prevention/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/crime-convergence-animal-crimes-into-global-crime-prevention/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/edar-analysis/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/edar-analysis/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/lawyers-for-animals-association-in-poland-leading-legislative-change-for-animal-protection/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/lawyers-for-animals-association-in-poland-leading-legislative-change-for-animal-protection/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/lawyers-for-animals-association-in-poland-leading-legislative-change-for-animal-protection/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/defund-factory-farming-global-priority/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/justice-for-aquatic-invertebrates/
https://worldanimaljustice.org/justice-for-aquatic-invertebrates/

LOOKING AHEAD: 2026 - BUILDING
THE FUTURE OF WORLD ANIMAL
JUSTICE TOGETHER

This new year will be pivotal for World Animal Justice as we
deepen our efforts to ensure that crimes against animals are no
longer ignored, but addressed within global justice and policy
frameworks. This next phase of our work is only possible thanks to the
trust, commitment, and solidarity of our experts, partners, donors, and
growing international community.

In 2026, WAJ will develop and publish key expert reports,
strengthen legal analysis, and support high-level advocacy and
strategic engagements. This support enables us to continue
transforming legal expertise into concrete action—amplifying the
voices of animals within international legal and institutional arenas
and reinforcing accountability where it is urgently needed.

In 2026, WAJ will also participate in the 15th United Nations Crime
Congress in Abu Dhabi, ensuring that animal crimes—and their links
to organized and transnational crime—are meaningfully addressed
within global crime prevention discussions.

In preparation, we will publish an expert report highlighting animals
as invisible victims of crime convergence and convene a high-level
expert webinar on this issue, alongside other international webinars
developed with WAJ experts and NGO partners.

In parallel, the Food Forward Europe initiative will be developed in
2026. The support secured will allow us to strengthen EU-level
advocacy and partnerships, advance legal and policy work to redirect
harmful livestock subsidies, and promote sustainable, plant-rich food
systems aligned with ethical, ecological, and public health objectives.
Together, we are addressing the structural drivers of animal
exploitation and supporting a transition toward food systems that
benefit animals, people, and the planet.

This work is not carried out in isolation. Every report published,
every legal and policy dialogue advanced, and every legal barrier
challenged is the result of collective effort. Our donors, partners,
colleagues, and supporters are not observers of this journey—they are
an integral part of it.

Together, we are shaping a future where animals are legally
recognized as rights-bearing beings, where justice extends beyond
species boundaries, and where legal systems evolve to reflect
compassion, accountability, and responsibility.

The momentum is real, and with your continued support, World
Animal Justice will keep pushing the boundaries of what is legally
possible—for animals, and for all.

24




GET INVOLVED

« SUPPORT WAJ WORK

WADJ is a fully volunteer-run NGO facing increasing functioning costs.

We warmly thank our first donors helping to cover WAJ's first costs in our
first couple of years. Your support is essential to our mission for animals.
Every donation can drive meaningful support to continue our mission!

Support WAJ work to combat animal crimes worldwide HERE

« VOLUNTEER

If you are interested in gaining valuable experience with World Animal
Justice, consider volunteering in communications, social media,
fundraising, research, or general operations. To apply, please send us your
CV and cover letter.

CONTACT INFORMATION

o

J D ° . °
V@ contact@worldanimaljustice.org

. / www.worldanimaljustice.org

m @WorldAnimalJustice

ﬁ @WorldAnimalJustice

@ @worldanimaljustice

) @animaljusticers
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https://www.instagram.com/worldanimaljustice/
https://www.helloasso.com/associations/world-animal-justice/formulaires/2/en
https://x.com/animaljusticers
https://x.com/animaljusticers

